
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “In Christ” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “The Hands of Stewardship,” is number 36 in the series.  You will find the order 
of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 

Aldersgate In Action



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday: Mothers Day and UMW Sunday 
  9:00 a.m.    Traditional Worship 
10:05 a.m.    Sunday School
11:00 a.m.    Contemporary Worship
                       No Evening Activities
   

In Depth: Sunday School 
classes are offered at 
10:05 a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about Adult 
Sunday School classes, 
call Amy Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send her an 
e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@
aldersgateabilene.org.

Monday:
   7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Wednesday: 
   7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s 
music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. 
(The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of 
the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our 
Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy.) 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Children’s Ministry:  Vacation Bible School 
     This year our VBS will take place June 1-4 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. The theme will 
be Fun Run, with this verse as our main scripture: 

            “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,  
             I have kept the faith!”  —  2 Timothy 4:7                             
                                                                            

   We are really looking forward to an exciting time of learning and fun with the kids, and as always, we 
really need your help! Every year, I am amazed at  how many people will turn up to help with VBS, and I am 
truly honored you would give of your time to help children learn about the love of Jesus and have a positive 
time at church. I truly believe we are helping them make memories that will last a lifetime. There are many 
places you could help us this year, and you can sign up to help on the insert. We need people who can serve 
by being crew leaders and caring for a group of children by leading them around to each station and people 
to help in crafts, the kitchen, and with registration. If you could help in any of these ways, it is invaluable.  
If you can’t help in those ways, but would still like to support VBS, monetary donations are always needed 
and appreciated. You also can sign up your children or grandchildren on the back of the insert and place 
it in the offering plate, and there is a registration link on our website (aldersgateabilene.org) as well if you 
want to refer your friends to it. You also can pre-order a VBS t-shirt on the registration form. Thanks for all 
your help to make VBS such a success every year! — Alayna Brooks



Youth Ministry:  Sign Up for Mystery Ramble!

College Ministry:  Ending with a Brunch

Mystery Ramble Registration Form
  Name: _________________________________________________________________________

  Address:_______________________________________________________________________

  City & Zip:_____________________________________________________________________

  Home Phone #:_________________ Cell Phone #____________

  Emergency contact person:________________________________________________________

  Emergency contact phone #_______________________________________________________

  M:______or F:______  Grade:______Age:_____

                                       (Please complete form and return to Daniel Mathis ASAP.) 

     Mystery Ramble is quickly approaching and everyone must be registered by May 24th (that’s only two 
weeks away!!) For all 6th-8th Graders, this trip is designed to integrate the new 6th graders in with other 
students their age. The focus will be on fun, fellowship, and missions. The cost is $50, which includes travel, 
lodging, some meals, and our activities. We hope all incoming 6th -8th kids can join us for this awesome, 
once a year trip! — Daniel Mathis

two hours. But as the morning progressed, our team witnessed the number of hungry students growing 
around the round tables with plates full of fruit, casserole, bacon, and pancakes. Since it was national Star 
Wars Day (May the Fourth – May 4th), we enjoyed playing with toy figurines, light sabers, and watching 
parts of Star Wars: A New Hope. In spite of all the looming exams, papers, and projects, the room felt 
quite calm, restful, and joyful. And it was good to say goodbye to many students before they go home or 
elsewhere for the summer. I hope that many of the students who came to Aldersgate last Monday received 
more than free food – I hope that they received warm smiles, genuine attention, and the fulfillment and 
peace that comes from knowing that they are deeply loved. — Kyle Watson

     Last Monday morning, I remember standing at the North entrance 
of the church building, waiting with Ann-Marie Lopez to welcome 
students to the finals brunch. On the opposite side of the building, 
a team of other Aldersgate members warmed breakfast casseroles, 
prepared pancake batter, washed fruit, and brewed coffee. As of 9:00 
AM, two students gathered in the fellowship hall for the brunch, 
leaving our team a bit nervous about what to expect over the next 



ALIVE in Christ: The Hands of Stewardship
 Acts 20:32-21:1a

Sermon Notes

Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

A Culture of More

                                               “I’ve got a fever and the only prescription is more…”

The Narrative of Lack/Scarcity

Paul and Grace

Stewardship
          -  Time
          -  Money and Possessions     Weak
          -  Soul        Margin
          -  Bodies
          -  Relationships

“What’s yours is mine,” some people say, “and I want to steal it!” “What’s mine is mine,” some people say. “And 
I want to keep it!” “What’s mine is God’s,” we are learning to say, “and I want to use it for the common good.”              
                                             We call that attitude stewardship. — Bryan McLaren

Markarios (Asher) again 

                                       “It is more blessed to give than to receive” — Jesus (Acts 20:35)



Connections: First Impressions Update

Mission Field: It’s Prime Time for Bowie! 
      At least three times this Spring, I have been approached by a 5th 
Grader at Bowie who says something like, “Hey! I think I’m going 
to be about to go to Prime Time with you in May!” During every 
six-week period, the 5th Graders at Bowie have the chance to earn 
participation in a Rewards Party. The criteria for their eligibility is set 
by their teachers. The final party every year takes place at Prime Time 
Family Entertainment Center, and the students begin to look forward 
to this fun day years in advance! If you are available on Thursday, 
May 21 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., you are welcome to join the fun as a 
volunteer. Please contact me at amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org 
or (325) 660-5017 if you are interested. Your presence will be such an 
encouragement to the students, who’ve worked so hard all year long! 
— Amy Wilson Feltz

   Resumes with references are now being accepted in the main office for a church office manager/
administrator who will work about 30 hours each week. The salary is negotiable. A general job description 
is available in the office. All resumes with references must be received by Monday, May 18, at 9 a.m.

        Today marks the end of our first six-week rotation for First 
Impressions! This means that everyone on our team has served once, 
and we will start our second rotation next week. This team is made up 
of about 75 volunteers who commit to waking up early and leaving 
church late. These folks share their smiles, kindness, friendship, joy, 
and hospitality. What they do is so simple and yet so profound at the 
same time. Something that I have learned throughout this process is 
that we don’t need much to embody the Kingdom of God. We don’t 
need to have the whole Bible memorized, or wake up at 5:00 a.m. 
to pray every day, or go on mission trips every year, although those 
are good things. God takes the smallest parts of us and uses them in 
beautiful and meaningful ways. We offer our words to communicate 
that people belong. We offer our smiles to spread joy. We offer our 
arms to share hugs. We offer our hands to give a handshake or pass 
out a bulletin. These simple and sometimes overlooked parts of us 
can become instruments of peace and love and hospitality. All we 
need to do is show up and offer what we have. — Jessica Watson

Notice: Church Office and Administration Position Open



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell

Alice Shaw
Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Mary Buckner
Jack Aldridge

Presence                       5.3.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $13,312.00 
Received Month-to-Date = $13,312.00
Received Year-to-Date = $279,214.57
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $19,683.72

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora and Al Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Mary Meadows

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 205
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service =146

Total Worship Service Attendance = 351                                         
 Sunday school = 165

The Oaks = 20

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval
Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

     In the World                                                                                                                   
                                Pastor Amy                                                                 

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:                  Acts 20:32-21:1a                               
Monday:              Luke 6:27-38  
Tuesday:              2 Corinthians 8:1-15   
Wednesday:          1 Timothy 4:1-10       
Thursday:              1 Timothy 6:6-10                            
Friday:                   Deuteronomy 15:1-11
Saturday:               Philippians 4:4-20
         

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:                  Ezekiel 22-23    
Monday:                Ezekiel 24-27    
Tuesday:              Ezekiel 28-31  
Wednesday:           Ezekiel 32-24
Thursday:              Ezekiel 35-37
Friday:                    Ezekiel 38-29 
 Saturday:               Ezekiel 40-41

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue in our ALIVE 
sermon series.  

Celebration of Discipline, 
The Path To Spiritual 
Growth, by Richard J. 
Foster is the next book 
that we are inviting you 
to read as we begin the 
new year.  If you would 
like a copy, please call 
the church office at 672-7893, or 
indicate on the welcome card and we 
will order a copy for you. The price is 
$15.00. Grace and Peace!
 — Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

         The Open Door Community Garden is a  
place to gather and to grow.
      On Wednesday, April 29,  members of 

Girl Scout Daisy Troop 7300 gathered at the corner of South 19th and 
Amarillo Street. They had chosen the Open Door as the site of one 
of their projects, the goal of which was to contribute something to a 
garden. They decided to release ladybugs because the little creatures 
are known to help rid gardens of insect pests. (A photo of these 5 and 
6 year olds as they read “The Grouchy Lady Bug” in the garden may 
be seen below.) The troop will return to the garden later this month 
to hold its bridging ceremony as some of the girls become Brownies.
     The presence of the Daisy Troop in the garden provides a perfect 
example of why the Open Door exists: to be a place of life and 
community in our neighborhood. For the blessings of lady bugs and 
Daisies, I say, “Thanks be to God!”
     As the summer approaches, you are invited to gather and to grow 
at the garden. All are welcome to come to the garden on the first 
and third Sundays of the month at 6:30 p.m. to enjoy each other’s 
company, share a delicious meal and attend to the needs of the crops. 
Come, bring your family, friends and neighbors, some meat to put on 
the grill and a side dish to share on June 7 and 21, July 5 and 19 and 
August 2 and 16 at 6:30 p.m. 
     For even more family friendly 
fun, mark your calendars for the 
second Friday of each month this 
summer (June 12; July 10; August 
14) for free community events in 
the garden. Check the “Aldersgate 
In Action” for more details as 
summer approaches. 
      The Open Door Community 
Garden is a place to gather and to 
grow. I hope to meet you in the 
garden this Summer! Grace and 
Peace!


